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CUEEENT TOPICS.
THE NEWS IN BETEF.

I FIFTY-FOURT- H CONGRESS.
Fecnnil Keatlnn.

IK tho senate, on the Ht.n resolution wa
cffere.l ana referred looking to on Investigation
of the recent presidential and state election In
Delaware and an Inquiry as to whether a re-
publican form of government exists In that
state. Tho Nicaragua canal bill was then
taken up. the discussion proceeding on Mr.
Vilas' motion to have the bill recommitted.
Mr. Vilas secured the floor and had net con-
cluded his remarks when the senate, after a
short executive session, adjourned.... In the
house tho day was devoted to miscellaneous
t)uslaes, a number of bills being passed. Tbo
last hour was spent in consideration. In com-mlt- to

of the whole, of tho diplomatic and con-

sular bill, which was not concluded when the
llousa adjourned.

I tho senate, on tho Sd. Mr. Chandler dep.,
X. 11.) Introduced a resolution, which went
jOver, locking to the ultimate uso of silver as
trell as fold os standard money with free coin-
age of both. The conference report on tho Im-

migration bill was the subject of long speeches
liy Mr. CJIbson (dem., Md.) against, tuij Vs.
'Lodge (rep.. Mass.) In defense of the report of
the conferenco committee. Tho report went
over without uction. The remainder of the

Mlay was lnkon up by Mr. Vilas In continuation
of his speech against tho Nicaragua canal hllL
- In the house the only business of Im-

portance was the passage of a resolution pro-
viding for a Joint session of congress on the
30th to count the electoral vutes unJ declare
the result.

In the senate, on the 3d, two resolutions pre-
viously introduced looking to tho impeding or
proventlng the sale of the Union Pacltlc rail-
road property under a Judicial decree of fore-
closure, were discussed at length by Mr.
Thurston, tbo morulas hour expiring eforo
he concluded. Tno remainder of the session
was devoted to the Nicaragua canal bill ...In
the house. after nearly the wholo day was de-

voted to the contested-electio- n caseof Cornett
vs. Swanson. from tho Fifth Virginia district,
the latter's title to the scat was continued by
an overwhelming majority.

lie the senate, on the 4th, as soon as the rou-
tine morning business was disposed of, house
.bill to prohibit the sale of intoxicating liquors
In the capital was taken up. and went oier
without action. The conference report on the
Immigration bill occupied attention for a time,
after which the Nicaragua canal bill was taken
up and Mr. Vilas delivered the fourth day's
installment of his soeecn In opposition to It--

In the house the District of C'ttumbia bill
was further considered and remained the

business. The further conference
nsked by the senate upon the Immigration bill
was agreed to, and conferees were appointed
A few unimportant bills were pissed.

Is the senate, on tho 3th. Mr. liichard R
Ivcnney was sworn in ns senator from Dela
ware and took his seat. Mr. Thurston con-

tinued his speech in opposition to the resolu
tion of Mr. Allen (pop., eb.) questioning the
right of the executive department to consent to
the judicial sale of the property of the Union
I'aclQc Kailroad Co. The Nicaragua canal
1)111 was taken up. some adverse si eeches Isv
lng made thereon. A large number of pension
and other bills unobjected to were taken from
the calendar and passed ... .In the house CI

private pension Mil. were disposed of; sev
eral contested-electio- n cases were considered
and decided In favor of the sitting members,
und the conference report on tho military
academy bill was agreed to. An evening ses.
eioitVos held for the consideration of private
pension bills.

PERSONAL AND GENERAL.

Fiiie was discovered in the boys'
dormitory of the Genesee Weslcj'an
teminary at Lima, X. Y., shortly after
mldn.'ght on the 1st, 1 lie bulletin
Aas burned to the ground. The loss
is estimated at $30,000. There were 100

boyt in the building, but all escaped
with their lives. One student was in
jured by jumping from a window so
badly that he died soon after.

Lee li. McFaki.asd, teller of the
Second national bank of 1'arkersburg,
W. Va., is short 84.WK in his accounts.
lie has confessed that he lost the
money In speculation. The shortngo
will be made good.

THE Kalamaxoo (Mich.) high school
building was destroyed by iiro on the
1st. The cause of the Are was an
explosion of furnace gas. The loss is
estimated at 540,000; insurance, 8Iis,--

000. Several firemen were injured,
ono of tlicm fatally, by the breaking
of a ladder.

The debt statement, issued on the
1st, showed a net iucreaso in the pub- -
He debt, less cash In the treasury.

..eintr Jnnuarv of S15.07S.73;. Total
ensh in the treasury S58,5.'3,010.

Mn J. S. Wilson, of Iowa, tele
phoned to friends on the 1st: "I have
accepted the portfolio of agriculture
(, Mr. McKiulcy's cabinet."

OH the 1st the president reappointed
Martin A. Knnpp. of Xew York, to be
Interstate commissioner.

FoUB men who were cut off from es-

cape bv Are in the Tamarack mine, at
Houghton. Mich., were, on tho 2d,

abandoned to their fate, orders being
issued to seal up the shaft, the attempt
to pump air in to the entomoeu miners
having only resulted iu increasing the
fury of tho flames

a- - All .Saint's cathedral, Albany, N.

y i)r. James Dow Morrison, rector of
StL' John's church, Ogdensburg, was.

consecrated bishop of theon the 2d,
Episcopal missionary uiocese oi u

T.lm .fata houso at Hi.-rlsbu- Fa.,
was destroyed by fire, on tho 2d, cu- -

taillng ft loss of l,ooo,ouu;

"t..'..,',,vt IIarfeb, of the University
of Chicago announced at the chapel
services, on tho 2d, that Lady Aber-

deen, wife of the gove rnor-gencr- al of

Canada, would be the convocation
orator at the university coninience--

ment exercises in the Auditorum April
.. Ladv Aberdeen will have the honor
of being the first woman chosen for
such an occasion in this country.

r.. t.w. r,nre in the Ohio river at
Cincinnati broke, on tho 3d, as did also
tlie irorire in Lickinrr river, anu the
racket Henry M. Stanley and ii

barges were swept out into the cur- -

. f tha Ohio. The Stanley was

od walls drifting dovru the Ohio.

Tub bier works of tha Case ThrtuM
ns- Machine, Co.. at Bactne. Vila., will

resutno operations on the 8tli. They
have been closed lor six mon'.lia. bot- -
oral hundred men will be given em-

ployment.
The house committee on patents, on

the 3d, ordered favorably reported tho
bill amending tho copyright law so as
to prevent the fraudulent use of the
word "copyright" and to strengthen
the law in this dircotion, it gives the
courts the remedy of injunction as
well as penalty in such cases.

Almost the entire business portion
of Arlington, 0., was destroyed by Are
ou tho 1M. Six business Arms were
burned out, and one family barely es-

caped with their lives.
What is called a Christian theater

will be opened iu Paris for the pur-
pose cf producing highly artistic, lit-

erary and moral plays, which, it is an-

nounced, Catholics may attend with-

out having their faith insulted.
Advices received by the authorities

In Constantinople, on the 3d, lndloate
that the bubonic plague has made lU
Bppearance at Djlvadir, Belooohistan.

The sou or uruggist
Dreis, of St. Paul, Minn, threw a
snowball, on tlie .lit, nt a man in a cut
ter. The ball, striking the horse,
caused it to run away, and this re
suited in throe other runaways, caus-
ing considerable damage. Two of tho
victims called on Mr. Dreis, on the
4th, for payment, when the latter re-

tired to his oillee without a word and
sent a bullet through his brain.

The American Coffee Co. was Incor
porated at Trenton, X. J., on tho 4th,
with a capital stock of 5100,000. Tho
incorporatorsare Henry O.IIaveuieyer,
.lohn K. Searles, John E. l'arsons and
Theo. Havcmeyer.

Tin: Kairtield works
in Glasgow wore burned on the 4th;
loss .".0,(M(1, and 5,000 men were thrown
out of employment.

Mrcu alarm is felt throughout India
owing to the spread of tho plague.
Cases have been reported as far north
us Delhi and as far south as Banga-
lore.

The bank of Kngland reduced its
rate of discount, on the 4th, from SK
to 3 per cent.

THE plan formulated
.

by tho
.

British
rroveriiment for increasing tho
strength and efficiency of the nnvt
contemplates tho construction of livi
battleships and three first-clas- s cruif
ers and of 10,000 men.

FAii.uur.s throughout the Uuitl
States during the week ended the fill.

as reported by ll.lt. Dim & Co., w(0
311, against 3 for the eorrespomllg
week last year. Canada the fll- -

ures were 03, against 07 last year.
The First-nationa- l bank of l rnk- -

lin, O , suspended ou the Mb. Caital,
S10O.U00; surplus, 20,000; undivled
prolits, SjO.ooj; deposits, 131000;

loans am! discounts, SIW.OOO.

John L. Sri.i.iVAN", pu
gilist, had his application to tal the
poor debtor oath discontinued, u mo
Stb, an arrangement out of at
court having been made wit tho
creditor.

Tin: E-'- de Paris asserted, m tho
th, that fighting had beguron the

biamcso frontier between tlntiatives
under French protection am the Si

amese. The naie oi me ngiing
not given, and no details ere fur-

nished.
Exi'EiiT accountants, on tlio atli,

found a shortage of nearhil5,000 in
the accounts of Cashier C. E. I.
Breeder, of the First natioal bank of
Bethlehem, Fa. Breeder hd abscond
ed. Tho amount was taSn in small
sums, showing syslemati'peculation.
Breeder was cashier 20 yrs.

LATE NEWS I EMS.

Is the senate, on the rh. Mr. Thurs-
ton continued his opi'sitiou to his
colleague's resolution ' prevent the
judicial sale of the UuJ" l'acilic rail
road properly m u specli wuicn occu-

pied the time of th session uutil 2

p. m. Tho Xicaragu canal bill was
allowed to go over normally in order
to pass bills on the eleudar that were
unobjected to, 15of 'Inch were passou.
The day "a session clsed with eulogies
on thu"late llepreMutative Cogswell,
of Massachusetts... In the house thu
bill making appreciation for tho ex-

penses of the Uistict of Columbia was
passed, as was, ak, the bill to amend
the Wilson tariff act so as to permit
treasury official, to sell forfeited
opiutu to the hifhest bidder, and not
require them to.ccure the amount of
the duty, S10 a lound.

Dk. Koch, tlu eminent German bac-

teriologist, his telegraphed from
Cape Town tlat he is returning to
Berlin w itli anewly-diseovere- il serum
which will lisseu the force of hinder-pes- t.

In the Leaiitiuie he says ho is
unable to say whether he will be able
to prevent animals from being in-

fected with thedisease. He hasdemon-btrate- d

that sheep and horned cattle
are the most liaole of all animals to
contract tho d.seasu. and that dogs,
moukuys and rodents enjoy complete
immunity from it.

Tin; weekly statement of the Xew
York citv associated banks, for the
week ended oi. the 0th shows tho fol
low ing changes: Beserve, decrease.
Sl.UGV-'O- loans, increase, 3,747,000;
specie, decrease, 125, 100; legal tenners.
decrease, S.i,O75,G0O; deposits, increase,
K,030,000; circulation, decrease, 81,324,-oo- u.

Gov. BuxiiLEX of Kentucky has par
doned .lamoi Singleton the nine-year- -

old boy convicted of house brcaiting
in Bond county and sentenced to the
peuiteutiary forayear. Thegoveruor
said it would bo a crime against civ
ilization to send a child of such tender
veais to the peuiteniary.

J. 1'. Moboas & Co. and the Deutsche
bank of Xew York, as managers of tho
Northern l'acilic reorganization syn
dicate, have called from the syndicate
ail the remaining holdings of pre
forred aud cjtumoii stock not called
up by the first circular issued FebrU'
a.y 1.

Tin: extensive St. Cloud sugar plan
tation, near Kissiiiiniec, Fla., has been
nurchased by a syndicate of Cubans.
The canacitv of the sugar mill will bo
doubled at once, and 2,000 acres of
cane will be Dlautcd next fall.

MISSOURI STATE NEWS.

Said It Vision ForatuM Her Death.
Miss Julia A. Summers, aged 78, died

reoently near Metz, in the northern
part of Vernon county.

She moved to Vernon c.riiity from Kentucky
67 years ago, with her parents, who settled on
the Little Osage river, at a time when tho
Osogo Indians were in tint iart of the coun-
try. For years she ami one sister anil brother
lived together, and none of them was ever
married. First the sis:er, thin the brother
died. Miss Summers lived iu four Counties
during her residence in the sumo little

home; first In Jackson, and then
In Cass, next In Hates, and finally in Vernon.
The farm she died up in was obtained by her
parents from tho government, and has never
Changed hands

Years ago Miss Summers said she had a
vision that she had li jears to live. The limi-
tation was up some t.me between her seenty-elgnt- h

and scientj-ciiit- h anulveisaries. About
s week before she .lied, when her attendant
wanted to call a she said there was
house, as he con Id neter ralso her ng.iiu, al-

though there was no acuto malady to batllo
against From eirly childhood she was u
member of the Cl ristlan church.

tSva llii Children Iloraetteili.
A man by the name of Gicsen, who

has been in the United .States four
years, unable to speak English, fed his
family on hi iscilesh iu St. Louis.

He was out o work, had no credit, and lit
children weie hungry. An old horse camo
wandering bv and lliosou slaughtered it.
When a polhrman called to Ineslli::itc, ho
found of the horse on the table in
the kitchen, ind through tho Interpreter tho
father said, panting to the fojr children, who
watched the iroceedings with hungry eyes:

-- They will sleep well for theirlittle ttoina'fc will be full."
He also hid a kettle of water on tho fire

prepa-in- g u mako hor.sellosh soup and stew.
Gieien didn't seem to think he had done

tho way in feeding the lWh to his
children hut rather seemed to regard it as a
case (I food luclt that ho found the horse.

Taxpayers !it Tired.
Tie Tettis county court has refused

to er warrants for the payment of
ll fee bills from the justices' courts
ft Jautiary, aggregating S3.lCU.Sil.

The court's refusal is based on the ground
fat they were excessive, and their allowance.
T'UM be a gross Injustice to the taxpayers ofte county. For some time past nearly ei en-am-

that arrived at Seilalla has been arrcM-- d
and convicted in a Justice court on thoJhargoof vagrancy, w th a sentei.ee ..f itHen days, with from JI5 to iai rv,.i. i .,i.case. This business has been carried on m.'cx- -

tensively that a hall whs dem :i 111! I'll Itr tli.. !nv.
?f",an.'1 ha ?ctl" ot he county court itstep In this direction.

Mother and Child Hurled Together.
There was a sad incident at Seilalia

tho other day.
Hrlef funeral services wero held over the re- -

.u-- ,n oium daughter of Mrs.
j"'i"'. l:f"':T Whu" Ihe "crvices were con- -

.Mrs. LefSor rciue.st.sl that she be por- -
milled to kiss her child. She did so. and ln- -
side of five minutes the mother n as alsocorpse. .She die.l of grief. The funeral of iholittle one was stopped, and the next day moth- -

tuuu were mined together.
A Minister In I '.1

Xle. Dr. Boyd, the head of tho Civic
Federation iu St. Louis, says that some
of the appointments made by thomayor are the worst "possible outsi.lo
of h-- lie alt.o says that the mayor
is a man "whom I love very much, and
who is a good man."

1'utlier mihI Mother ll.xlly I!iirm-1- .

Mrs. William Owings, of Burton
township, Howard comity, was proba-
bly fatally burned by her clothiog
catching lire. Mr. Owings was
burned in an effort, o extiitc'iish the
flumes that he may die. They have
four small children.

lonliua Ilightower.
Joshua prominent in

Cedar county, died recently.
Mr. Ilightower was born in North Carolina,

March R. and at tin; age of -- 3 mart led Miss
(lornella Mnlih. He moved to Vernon county,
where he licd until lfc&l, when he discovered
the celebrated VA Dorado springs.

Ir.tus the Line oil Horseflesh.
The health board of St. Louis draws

the line on horseflesh for food, and has
drafted an ordinance prohibiting tho
slaughter of horses for food and mak
ing it a misdemeanor for anyone to use
such meat for food.

Iteault or Cooking In Old L'leimlU.
Mrs. M. Fry, 2S17 Franklin, St. Louis,

cooked a buttermilk lunch for her
children, which they ate and became
very ill. Doctors say they were pois-
oned by the food being cooked iu old
utensils.

Mi Was I'onr, anil I'rozo to Death.
Martha Lacry, colored, who had no

homo, was frozen to death in the baso-me-

of a dilapidated and uninhabited
house in Lexington, where she had
gone for shelter with her two littlu
children.

A Ilfsncroenhlc Time.
A passenger train was derailed in

the tunnel under the St. Louis custom-
house. The tunnel was filled with
smoke, and the passengers had a dis-

agreeable time before they were re
moved.

The. 1'rso of Arthur Diiestrnw.
The motion in tho supreme court

for a rehearing in the case of Arthur
Duestrow, of St. Louis, who murdered
his wife and child, has been denied.
Duestrow is under sentence to hang.

A Miier' lenth.
John Williams Ohms, an aged miser,

died in St. Louis In squalor from thu
lack of nourishing food. Ten thou
sand dollars was found in the room in
which he died.

An Aire.l Woman Harnett tn Death.
Mrs. Elizabeth Hall, aged SO, was

burned to death in the fireplace of her
home near Bryant, Douglass county.
She accidentally fell head forward into
the fire.

Inlluentlitl Cedar County Citizen.
Joseph Clinc, aged 81, died at Kldo-rad- o

Springs. He leaves quite an
estate. Mr. Cline was one of tho most
Influential men of Cedar county.

Mexican War Veteran.
John T. Rollins, aged 70, died at

Kearney, Clay county. He was a Mex-
ican war veteran, aud went across tho
plains to California in '49.

A CunregaUoxiallst for Seventy Year.
Mrs. K. W. Doty, aged 83, died at tho

residence of Kev. A. J. Van Wagner,
near Carthage. She was for 70 years
a Cougregalionalist.

A l'luen for Warner.
A rumor comes from Canton that

Maj. Wm. Warner, of Kansas City, will
be first assistant uudor the new a

tary of the interior.

EAR lady fair, 'tis
but my heart I
send to you this
morn.

All battered, shat
tered, dented and
rent and Badlyw Tou'vo
torn:

played with
It for many
day; most cruel
sweetheart mine,

And now I send It
back to you to bo

i your valentine.
Others may brlns

red roses and sins of Cupid suart.
Of mating; doves and dimpled loves or prate

ot uieeuinc ncarts;
But 1. 1 only send you this 'tis of myself a

part:
What will you do with It. fair maid, this

Hvinir. human heart?
Wilt wear It as U10 roses above your own

dear heart?
Twill kIdw and blossom If you will your

smile shall cure Its smart.
You've tossed It back to me so oft, and yet

'twas Hair In play.
AJi! keep It now, for Cupid's self bring It to

you
He's sworn to bo my messenger, to lay it at

thy feet.
To use his gentle offices to cnln It shelter

sweet:
And should ho fall then keep It still; I

would not even Erlevo
TI10- -' It were silver-plate- dear, and worn

upon thy sleeve.
May Kldrcd Armstrong, In Chicago Tost.

HE vicar of Wliin- -

lield was not iKp-

ular with his pa
rishioners. Ho
wan one of those

men who, without meaning to be disa-

greeable, nevertheless make themselves
disliked whereter they go. The real
reason was that he was utterly devoid
of tact. He seldom failed to say the
wrong thing, especially when it was es-

sential that he should say the right.
If there wasn chance of putting his foot
into it, into it (as sure ns eggs) his foot
went. If lie was obliged, in the exer-
cise of liis duties, lo make an unpleas-
ant remark, he was absolutely certain to
say 11. in i'- - .not unpleasant way.
These unfortunate- proclivities were

ThVc was another little point.nl.out
which increased hi unpopularity,i

nmoug tho tradesmen of

the place. He was "near" in the matter
......

of money. He seemeu to iwu-- .1.

ntitutional aversion to parting with it.
Even when an account was luc he in-

variably dallied in the discharging of

the same; ami though he always paid

up in the end, ho often kept shopmen
waiting longer than they cared about.
It was really a fad of his a

anil did not arise from
any "conscious churlishness. But the
shopkeepers of Whinticld regnuled it
shopkeepers of Whinfichl legarded it
niggardly nature; and though they
Fiipplicil the vicar, because it was worth
tlicin while, they nevertheless disliked

him with nil their commercial .souls.

Whinfichl was a Miiall place of 1,500

inhabitants, wnnetliing between a tiny
town and an overgrown Milage It
had uite n fair iiumlicr of shops
butcher, baker, lisiunonger, grocer.
linendraper, ironmonger, wine me-

ritchant and tobacconist. was served
l.v n drwtnr. eke bv an auctioneer. But
there was one imiiortantthingnottobe
Irad there namely, law. No solicitor
had yet found it worth his while to set-

tle in so small a place.
Butabout the middle of October n year

or two since a rolieitor did, at length,
make his appearance, and set up in
Whinfield. His name was Perks. He
was a shrewd, dapper, little man, of pre-

possessing exterior and insinuating
ways, who soon made to himself friends
in the village. Altliougn nts maimer
was bland ami courteous, it was pretty
obvious that, he was not quite n gentle
man. But ns ven-fe- persons 111 W hin--

field except the Fquirc and the vica-r-
had any pretensions to that tnstinc-tio- n,

the solicitor's lack of the pure
"liaut ton" was no barrier to his gettin,
on. Perhaps, indeed, it rather helped
him; since it was to the'tradesmcn and
farmers that he would chiefly have to
look for business: and they preferred
n man with whom they could associate
on a footing of equality.

This is just what Perks did. He con-

stantly went to tho tradesmen's houses.
He dined and supped with them. He
did tho civil to their wives and daugh
ters. He often dropped in casually in
the afternoon for a cup of tea, or in the
evening for a pipe and a. glass of grog.
This naturally made him popular in
their circle.

"Mr. Perks Is quite the gentleman,'
paid Mrs. Grocer Hobb, "and there's no
nastv pride about him, neither."

"True. Maria." nsscrtcd Hobb, her
spouse, a fat and prosperous figure.
"Perks is a good sort. And if I have a
bit of lawyering to be done I'll put it In
Perkr. way.

For the first month or two after his
arrival in Whinfield rcrkswasaregular
attendant at the parish church. It was
the proper, tho respectable thing to do.
Bcsides, to get in with the vicar even
when the vicar ii unpopular may pay
n ntwcomer very well in a country
parish.

But the vicar did not take to Perks nt

qnnrfer node any difference. At

best of times, and to bis dearest friends.
tho vicar's manner was scarcely agree
able. Where he felt dislike it was pos-
itively forbidding. Terks put up with
fceveral snubs from him, "pour le bon
motif." But at length, seeing1 the use--
lcssncss of such a course, he abandoned
further attempts to win the Tlcax's
friendship, and openly declared himself
on the side of thereTcrend gentleman's
enemies.

Thero was scarcely a tradesman in
Wliinfteld who was not to be numbered
in this category. From Grocer Hobb
downwards every one of tlicm had his
gric ranee ngalnst the vienr. "Treats
me like a dog, ho docs," said one.
"Xcvcr calls to see me when Tm ill,"
said another. "Is always grumbling at
my meat," said a third the local
butchor. And so forth. While in one
common grievance against him nil con-

curred namely, his tiresome habit
(already mentioned) of keeping them
waiting for their little accounts.
" Tisn't ns if he was hard up," was tho
unanimous complaint. "He has plenty
of money. lie simply does it to make
himself disagreeable."

Of course. Perks heard these grumbles
in his almost daily intercourse with the
tradesmen of Whinfield. The solicitor

in spite of his bland exterior and In-

sinuating ways was not the man to
forget a slight or to pardon a snub.
He meant to give the vicar a Roland
for his Oliver when he saw tho chance,
and it occurred to him, after some re-

flection, that ho might, perhaps, see
that chance in this aforesaid matter,
of the vicar's little accounts.

It was getting on into Fcbnmryand
the vicar's Christmas bills still e1

unsettled. Perks conceived a
wish that the tradesmen to whom the
bills were due would put them into his
hands forcollection. The wish strength a
ened into a longing, tho longing into n

fixed resolve. Ho began, by a gradual
mid insinuating process, to pet the
tradesmen in t lie mind to cooperate.

This was not such a very easy matter.
For though the Whinfichl shopkeepers
growled nt and disliked tho vicar in 110

measured degree, still his custom was
u consideration; and, glad ns they
would have lx-e- to dohimanosty turn,
they nevertheless were not prepared
to take a step which would drive him
away altogether from their shops.

WHAT'S 'ALL

Porks, however, was a.smart man, ana
ho managed. In the end, to engineer
his scheme. He was it may be added

providentially assisted in this matter
by the vicar himself. Just at tue ngni
minute (from Perks' standpoint) the
everend ccntlcman had complainca to

Grocer Hobb about the quality of the
bacon supplied him. and had, Indeed,
sent back half a side as unfit to eat.

Something of the same sort happened
reference to Shanks, the butcher.

Shanks had n sirloin returned to mm.
on tho ground of Its being cow-be-ef.

It was cow-bee- f. But Shanks had sold
it for f, and ho felt it an unwar
rantable insult to have his word thus
nueetioncd,

Butcher Shanks was not logical; nor
was Grocer Hobb. And each was led
by his dislike for tho vicar to believe
that tho vicar himself had purposely
insulted him. Porks rejoiced to find
them both in this mood. He struck
while the iron-wa- hot. He unfolded to
them his pretty little scheme forgiving
the vicar beans. If they, and the other
tradesmen in the place, to whom the
vicar owed bills, would combine and
hand him their accounts to collect, he
would soon read his reverence a lesson
ne would teach him to be careful how
he insulted honest tradesmen,

Grocer Hobb and Butcher Shanks
liked the idea of the vicar being taught
that lesson. But they made It a "sine
qua non" that if they did this thingthe
other creditors of he vicar in Yvimi-

field should do likewise.
Perks undertook to see the other

creditors, and, if possible, to secure
their compliance. He saw them; lie
talked to them in his most insinuating

t way; he worked upon their unqualified
hatred for the vicar. The end 01 it, was

J that the solicitor was instructed to col- -
I lect the seven largest accounts owed by
j the vicar in the place. They amounted

jointly to about 200 pounds,
It was then tho end of the first week

In February, and Perks" intention, was

thej notion of effect; and he considered that

all. From the first he had shown a dis-- that the vicar should receive his agree-lik- e

to him. and nothing that the solid- - able communication on the morning of
lor did to ingratiate himself in that : Valentine's day. Perks had a tolembhs

tho vicar would bo doubly incensed if
he received the dunning letter in the
form of a valentine. He had not told
his clients the exact strain in which ho
should write, nor the extreme perempt-
oriness of the demand ho should make.
But the letter which he posted to the
vicar on Valentine's eve was as good a
specimen of thesharp-practic- e solicitor's
composition, when intentionally in
solent, as could bo well desired. Tho
gist of it was that unless the whole
amount due on these seven accounts
were paid to him, Sidney PerkB, by re-

turn of post, be should issue process
against the vicar, without further no
tice or delay.

"There," said Perks to himself, tri
umphantly, as lie scaled up the envelope,
"I calculate this will just about give hi3
reverence fits.

It did give his reverence fits. That Is
to say, it put him into a fine state of
rage and excitement when he read it at
breakfast next morning. His angry
looks and savage frowns struck de
cided consternation Into the breasts oV

the two other persons who were sharin
that meal with him. These were his
only daughter. Amy, and his nephew
Frank Miller, a young barrister, who
frequently came down from town, when
he was not very busy, to stay at the
vicarage. The fact was, there had long
existed n sort of attachment between
the cousins, of which the vicar was tin
aware. It had not, however, developed I
into on express engagement until that

morning; when young Miller.com- -
Ing down early and finding his cousin
in the garden, had token the oppor-
tunity for which the day was so sin
gularly appropriate of declaring a pas
sion which he could not any longer con-
ceal. It

Amy liad answered his proposal with
blushing acceptance; stipulating,

however, that Frank should inform her
father of the circumstances immediate
ly, and this he had, of course, agreed
to. He did not, however, look forward
to the interview with any great pleasure
or confidence, for two sufficient reasons.
In the first place, he knew that his uncle
had a prejudice against first cousins
marrying; in the next, his own worldly incircumstances were not, nt present, such
as would commend themselves to a
prospective father-in-la- He had, In-

deed, a little money of his own; and

THIS ABOUTf

the vicar, being, well off, might, if he
chose, moke his' only daughter a good
allowance. But whether he would uo
so, or would even countenance the en-

gagemcnt at all, wtis a decidedly iiouui- -

ful matter; though Frank believed that
it he could manage to catch his rever-

ence in a good humor, he might be able
to talk him round.

Frank's and Amy's dismay, there
fore, when they saw that the vicar had
been seriously put out of temper by his
correspondence, can well be under--

stood; more especially i ne u.

who did not get over the effects of
provocation at all quickly, and had a
playful utile way 01 venuiiK uc
noyancc on all who came near him,
whether concerned in the provocation
or not. The worst of it was, Frank was
boundtobebackinlondoninfiveorsix
days at the least, nnd, of course, his in--

witn nis unciemust Ke piote
before his departure.

After breakfast, his uncle called luni
into his study.

"Just read that, Frank," he said, hand--

ine him Sidney Perks' epistle.
"By Jove! What's all this about?

Pshal fmpertinent ass! Hilloa, Sid
nev Perks? Sidney Perks?" commented
young Miller, as he glanced over the
epistle.

'Do you happen, to Know the little
cad, then 7" inquired uie vicar, in ev. -

.uruv v -
and no acquisition, emier.
"IIdon't suppose bo," replied

Frank. "I did come, across a solicitor
of the name about a year ago; but his
nractlce was in town."

"A short, little man r asked t nc vicar:
"Ditted with smallpox? Jewish face?
Wears glasses eh ?"

"Ah, he is evidently not. the same,"
answered Miller, decidedly. "5Iy man
was tall and gaunt, and not pitted with
smallpox. But I tell you what it is,
uncle. This fellow, from his letter, is
evidently a sharp and shady prac
titioner of the nastiest type. He wants
a lawyer to deal with him. Just you
turn him over to me.

"I I dont know," said the view.
doubtfully. "Notbixtr eta be done, I

do owe tho money, of course. And i.
was going to pay these seven accounts
this week. Still, to have the money de-

manded in such an impudent way is in-

tolerable. I shall certainly leave all
these tradesmen who have instructed
Perks."

"I should. They deserve being made
to sit up. But, in any case, it will be
much more agreeable for you not to
have to act in the matter personally.
You leave it entirely in my hands."

This, after some demur, the vicar, at
length, agreed to do; Frank persuading;
him that it would be for more dignified
for him to have no personal communica-
tion whatever with Perks or with the
tradesmen. And so the affair was
placed, unreservedly, in the young bar-

rister's bands. ,

The vicar rubbed his glasses and
looked at tho letter again. He felt that
his eyes must have deceived him. But
no. There the thing was in black and
white, unmistakably clear and evident,
and ns tho vicar read it a second time,
he gave quite a gratified smile. But
still he was puzzled.

Tho letter was as follows:
2 and 3 The Broadway, Feb. IS, 1S9 ,v

Reverend Sir: In thanking; you for your
most generous and honorable behavior. I
take the opportunity of apologizing, with
all my heart, for what ha3 occurred In
referenco to my account. The truth Is,
reverend sir, that I was enticed by tho
deceiving arts of a cheat and swindler; and

need not say that I shall be only too
pleased to cooperate In any steps that may
Le taken for his arrest and punishment.
Your grateful and obedient.

HEZEKIAII HOBB.
The vicar opened a second letter which

had arrived by the same post. It was
from Shanks, the butcher, and was even
more effusively apologetic than Hobb's.

also referred to "your having acted
so honorable and like the gentleman."
Tho vicar looked still blander and more
gratified, but still decidedly puzzled, i

There were five other letters from
local tradesmen, and all ran in much tho
same strain, not one of them omitting;
to eulogise him for his honorable con-

duct. Xever in his life before had tho
reverend gentleman received seven such
flattering communications. He did not,

the least, understand what they
meant; but still they put him in an ex-

cellent humor. Honorable? Certainly,
acting on his nephew's advice, he had
given him checks for distribution
among the seven tradesmen on the pre
vious day; but, that was; only a settle
ment rather a tardy one into the bar-
gain of his just debts. There was
nothing extraordinarily honorable in,
that. Still it is always nice, to be ac-

knowledged honorable, especially Dy

vour enemies. And when the vicar had
finished reading the seventh letter ha
was in a very good temper indeed.

At that fortunate moment a knock
camo at his study door, and Frank en
tered. Seeing the expression on his
rno-'hi- s momentous confession about:
Amy. The-- vicar exclaimed. Ho
hummed and hawed. But he was in a
heavenly temper; and he ended by giv-

ing his consent.

This is how Frank Miller had worked
his little scheme. Sidney Ferks was tho
solicitor whom be had come across in
town; and, in certain dealings with him,
Frank had learnt some lacts auouti
Perks, bv communicating which to the
nroner authorities, he could have
broughthim to the bar of the Old Bailey.

Perks had tried to obviate sucn a pos-

sibility by promptly clearing out of
town. Curiously enough he had be

taken himself to the very place of which
Frank's uncle was vicar.

Armed with these Irresistible argu
ments, Frank had, on the. morning of
Valentine's day, gone straight to 1 rus
office, and, under threat or. setting uio
police on to him immediately, had made
two demands, to waicn, oner some use-

less dcraur. Perks was fain to consent.
The first demand was, that he should

write out and hand over to Frank .ts

for the seven accounts. The see
on(1) tnat jje should leave Whinfield

within 12 hours. Upon these conditions,
h should be left to escape and lose him--

Kel unmolested. Frank was inexora- -

aml reks vas not in a position to
resist. So both demands were compueu
with.

Frank's next step, two days later,
was to go round and sec the tradesmen,
informlnir them that the vicar nail iuiy
paid their accounts to Perks, and pro- -

,luc:nr, tfoe receipts; he also advised

them m a fr:elMily Way) to look sharp
aiteT their money, as ugly rumors were
currcnt nbout Perks, and he was said to
j,avo bolted. Those concerned
iostnotimeinhurryingroundtol'erKs- -

once where he was not; and thence to
Jiig house which (his servant told them)
, . - m.uteli hurriedly two days lc- -
. ,vlu. h!1Ii i. crme?" "Ho
liaan.t Icf t no address." Then, indeed,

. , 5 lutcr Ueard
Lmonrr the swindled shopkeepers. Then

. ,- tlnlinown to
himself) had "acted so honorable and
like a srenUeman," by writing the checks
for the seven accounts and handing
them to Frank to distribute. This
astute young man had left the trades-
men under the impression that, in order
to snve them from loss, his uncle had

I paid their accounts twice ov?r; and had
1 . , i . ...... vr,

aCSCaniCU, m ramc ouuufe .t'".- -

christian return of good for
evil.

Frank did not acquainthisuncle with
these little mysteries until he was just
starting on his honeymoon. And as, by
that time, the vicar had tasted tho
sweets of six months' popularity in the
parish, and found it exceptionally agree
able, he saw no reason to forfeit it, at
this late hour, by any useless dis
closures. London Truth.

A Natural Mistake.
"Oh, look!" exclaimed Ruth, a victim

of the passing craze, "what lovely post
ers!" And she and Mabel went into
the store nnd purchased several dollars
worth. Pray, how were they to know
that tho goods bought were not posVrs,
but comlo valentines? Bosto' Trjw,.
script.


